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WW. 7 being the uſual F ate of the greateſt 
| WW wk . as well as of themoſt emt- 
A. nent Perſons, to be thenimoft defered 
and talkedof, when the world is. deprived 

of them; and the generality of the mot 

curious ſort of Mankind loving even to 
tread upon that Ground which bath been 
05} famons for any ſort of renowned Anti- 
quity; I makenaqueition, but though (by 
this Lamentable Accident of Fire, which 
of (late bath happened in Spain) the moſt 

Magnificent and Auguſt Pile of 
Building on the face of the Earth hath 
heen ruined and defiroyed;. yet that moſs 
that ever beard of it,.by this ſad occaſton, 
wall talk more of ihthau ever before; and 

| | 2 - 


/ _- The Epiſtletothe Reader. 
many perchance as ſhall have opportunity 
of travelling into thoſe Parts, will view 
with no leſs aſtoniſhment , the Ruines of 
this Royal Houſe, than they wonld with 
curioſuy ſurvey the Place where old Rome 
or the famons ancient Carthage ſtood. 
Fudging therefore, that moit of thoſe who 
never bad opportunity of ſeeing this ſo re- 
nowned Fabrick , may have ſome ſort of 
liking tobear a Deſcription of it : T 3s part- 
tho ſatisfie them, and —_ to-gratifie 
fome Friends that have deſired it of me, 1 

bave translated and taken out of a good 
Spaniſh Author as yet alive, and well 
known: to the right F onourable the Earl 
of Sandwich, inbis late Embaſfie Extra- 
ordinary to the Preſeut King Charles the 
Second (C which his Lordſhbip executed 
with ſo much Honour Induftry and Succeſs ) 
this brief enſuing Deſcription: the which, 
being not ſo ſufficiemly full as to contain 
divers things, which are not unworthy of 
our 


'TheEpiſtle to the Reader. 
* our knowledge, Þ bave thought good to pre- 
mt me few Particulars in this Epiſtle; 
as Firit, Touching the Name of this 
Extraordinary Edifice. 2. Who it was 
that foundedit: And 3. What moved the 
Founder, or gave bim-occaſon to ere 
Royal Fabrick. ' As tothe firſt; Though 
this Stately Houſe it ſelf be called the 
Efſecurial, yet the true Name of it is the 
Royal Monaſtery. of S. Lawrence, near 
the Eſcorial: Forthe Eſcorial, or Eſcu- 
rial, asit is commonly called, is a little 
Village cloſe by it, whichis ſaidto takeits 
Namea ſcoria' ferri;-from iron drofs; here 
baving been in ancient time great flore of 
Iron- works in this place. T he Founder 
of #t was Philip the Second; who for the 
enſuing Reaſons, firit built and dedicated 
itunto $, Lawrence, his own great Saint, 
Famous for his Martyrdom upon a Grid- 
ironzn Spain ; 21 faſhion of which, this 
Houſe is mage; and then gave it to the 
| | Jer O- 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
ſeronymites, #r. Friers.of the Order of 
$. Hierome, The regſon.of the firſt, was 
becauſe on this Saints Day., berag. the 
zentb. of Auguſt, -be obtain:ditibe-great 
Battel of S. Quintins, a:memorgble Vi- 
Qory againſs the French; and there 
made his. V ow to ere& this Houſe in ho- 
nour. of him. . The chief inducement to 
beftowit onthe Hieronymites or Friers of 
the Orderof $. Hicrome, rather than. auy 
other ,, was -for his. Father Qharles the 
Fifth's ſake, who bad a peculiar Aﬀeti- 
on to that Order, and made his Rettire- 
ment. (whenhe bad Surtendred the Em- 
pirerto his Brother Ferdinand , \ and: the 
Crown of Spain to bis Son) into a Mo- 
naſtery of. theirs; called the Monaſtery 
of San Geroninde. de: Juſte; where be like- 
wiſe ended bis Dayes m the Year 1558. 
How the Diſmal Fire (that as.'tis ſaid, 
hath totally defiroyedthts Royal auaMag- 
nificentPalace, Convent &-Colledge( = 
| ſuc 


TheEpiſtle to theR eader. 
ſuch you will find it to be in the following 
| Diſcourſe) firs} began, is ſomething un- 
certain, though it is generally believed zt 
proceeded froma R ocket, or ſuch hike piece 
of Fire work, which on a night of ſome 
reat Solemnity (for then they common- 
7, ſe them) did accidentally fall among ſt 
the VWWood-work 0n the top of the Root of 
the Houſe, which moſt of it being Pine, 
doth quickly take, and is exceeding com- 
' buſtible;bxt the beginnings of ſuch Misfor- 
tunes arefor the moft part obicure, though 
the ſad Effedts have too much light 7 


them; ac by woful Experience we have 
ſeen in the Dreadful Fire of our own Me- 
tropolis. How conſiderable « loſs this fa- 
mous piece of ArchiteCture zs , let any 
man judge by the Subſequent Deſcripti- 


ON. 


Although 
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; FETs is 
The Efſcurial; 
OR, 


A Deſcription of the Wonder of the world 
for ArchiteFure and Magnificence of 
 Strufture, Built by King Philip the Se- 
coud of Spain; andlately Conſumed by 
Fire. 


Foes! Lthough in a former Diſcourſe we have parti- 
WAY! cularly ſhewed the principal parts of this pro- 
WAaAy digiousPicce of Architecture, and the Orna- 
oe mentals belonging to itz; having uſed the 
terms of Art, for the ſake of thoſe that are underſtand- 
ing of itz and rccounted all things as in reality they 
are, with all clearneſs pofhible, with that diſpoſition, 
diſtribution and meaſure which they bear; yet notwith- 
ſtanding all this, thereare ſome perſons which love not 
ſuch a Diſcourſes 3 and eſpecially in things of this 
nature, - which although they are pleaſant in the ſeeing, 
yet they are troubleſome 1n the reading : large Deſcrip- 
tions of them, by reaſon of the obſcurity of the terms, 
which in ſuch grand Fabricks repeated fo often,. always 
difficult, and ordinarily ſtrange, that even Imy ſelf am 
- weary to write them, although Iamnever ſatisfied with 
ſeeing this great Wonder, . that occaſions me to make 
uſe of them: . There are others, that at once deſire 
B to 


(2) 
:oknow the greatneſs and diſtin parts of it, and with: 
this reſt fatis ca, being of opinien, that the goodneſs 
and ririty 6F& lies in the: quafitity and extent, ra- 
ther thanin the quality or worth 5, and the largeneſs of 
it is more pleaſing to them, than its excellency, 
which they underſtand not : -Orxif they do underſtand 
it, they deſire to know whether there be much of that 
kind which moſt pleaſestheir Fancies; at. coming to ſee 
this Convent, encountring ſo many beautiful Cloiſters, 
they defire to know the: number of them; they mind 
the beautiful diſpoſitiori of. the Lights they are yery 
attentive on the Pictures and Statues 3. they have an infi- 
nite defire'to-know the number of them all; and the 
great noiſe that that makes, pleafeth them moſt, and 
fills them with admiration neither is this any ill -humor 
where every thing is ſo good as here it 1s. For thisrea- 
{on Thave refolv'd; in this Diſcourſe to fatisfie thoſe that 
areof this temper, reducing to-an exaCt number asnear 
as I can, the parts of this Noble Fabrick ;' not only 
thoſe mentioned in my former Deſcription , but Jike- 
wiſeſach as were paſſed over in ſilence, or were but in 
general mentioned being not of principal Concern, al- 
though every thing is worth taking notice of; and gi- 
ving likewiſe a-brief account of the Ornaments and 
Furniture; together with which, making a ſummary 
Rehearſal of what hath been ſaid before, for rubbing 
up the memories of ſuch Artiſts that ſhall read it; and 
for the delight of thote that are not fo; to. whom: 
though they read it never ſo often, the Terms of Archi- 
tecture are as difficult as 4rabick, I promile to be moſt 
faithful in this, as T have been in all the reſt; for it 
would be aninfinite wrong to this Noble Edifice, not. 
to relate whatſoever it containsz or to think that it 


ſtands in need of any Additions to heighten its great: 
| nels 5 


— 


G3) 

ne$; no-leſs-rhan-it would be to-my own. Profeſſion. 
not toſpeak.;the [Truth. ':Tt ſtands asa; living Teſtimo- 
ny, and will for many.Ages (here the Frier was no 
true Prophet): by. which any man that ſhall doubt, may 
confirm- himſelf in the truth of the things we here re- 
latez and may in part ſee it in the very Print of the 
ſame. Paſlingby therefore ( that which TI have rela- 
ted in the beginning of my former Deſcription ) the 
Motives which the moſt Catholick King ?Philip the Se- 
cond had: to build this wonderful Structure, and 
dedicate: it to: the Invincible Martyr of Spain, S.Law- 
rence, his Protector, and Saintor Devoto; and togive 
it to the Order of S. Hierom ; paſſing by likewiſe the 
Election of the- Situation of it, in the Kingdom of To- 
ledo, ſeven Leagues diſtant from Madrid Weſtward 3 
the Platform of it, a large and vaſt Square; the ſidesof 
which contain 2980, feet; and the Majeſtick incloſure 
of the Noble Places and Gardens which compaſs it a- 
bout, and the Materials of which it 1s built, which is a 
white kind of Stone, with darkiſh gray ſpots in it, 
which beautifie if much 3 although in many parts of it 
there is Marble and Jaſper m abundance. and- other 
Stones of moſt perſpicuous politeneſs ; as alſo the form 
of the Fabrick, whichis all the good Orders of Archite- 
&ure, Tuſcan, Dorick, Tonick,, Corinthian, and Compoſite. 
Though indeed the -moſt of it is Dorick, and Tonichk ; 
and paſſing alſo the four principal Fachadas or Sides , 
_ the three ſtately Gates whichit hath on the Weſt 
ide. | 


I proceed to tell you that within this large Quadran- Cloyſters, 


gle, there are contained 13 Cloyſters, of moſt Beauti- 
ul Architecture, and of great extent; [all which, 'ex- 
cept one, on the Backſide of the great Chappel, and 
othertwo within the principal Cloyſter of the Palace, 

| .B 2 6 may 


Courts 9. 


Trarrets, 


Windows 
Cc Doors. 


(4) 
may be counted from the Draught or Print of the Houſe; 
iz. 5 on the South, & 5: 0n the North, which; with other 
2, without the Quadrangle,make in all 15: the moſtof 
them of three Orders of Archesand Walks, others of 2, 
and others of 1. In whichare tobe ſeen ſo many Win- 
dows as amount to more'than 680. | 

Beſides which, there are 9- Courts, amongſt which, 
the Portico, or that which you firſt enter' into, is the 
moſtRoyal and Stately one in,Exrope. 

The Turrets which are raiſed upon the Corners of 
this Square, and oh the Croffings of the Cloyſters, and 
on the Church, which may obliterate the memory of 
the ancient Pyramids, fo celebrated by Antiquity, are 
in number 9g. Amongſt which, is reckoned that fa- 
mous Cupula or Turret on the Church, -315 foot high 
from the Ground. TheGlob2s or Balls that are placed 
on the top of them, upon whichthe Fanes move, all of 
Gilt Metal, are of 5 foot diameter; and that onthe top 
of the Church of ſeven foot, inſomuch that a man of 


good Stature, may ſtand upright in igyvith both Arms 


extended out. 

The Windows which are ſeen on the outſide, before 
you enter the houſe, are 11 10; diſtributed with much U- 
niformity & Order;many of them with whole Balconies, 
others with Breaſt high all of Iron, and well Glazed , 
which givesa great Luſtre and Majeſty to the Fabrick. 
Thofe which are to be ſeen within in the great Court or- 
Portico, Cloyiters, Courts, Towers, and other places, 
evenro the top of the Houſe, are 1578. Sothat the 
whole numberof them doth come unto 2688. with 
the Shuts of them, of a pleaſing green colour, both for 
the preſervation of them, and Beauty of the Edifice. 
If to theſe we add the Windows of the Out-Offices, 
they amount unto few leſs than 4000. The Doors 
an after the ſame manner, are in number 80006. 
The outward Gates in the four ſides of the Houſe are 
6, 


(5) 
.16, entring through any of which, youſeem to comc 
into a Labyrinth ; eſpecially in the Palace, where by 
the multiplicity of them, the Multiplicity of them, the 
cunningeſt man alive may eaſily lote himſelf. 

The Zaquanes or Portals at the entrance of the princi- 
cipal Gates,S ſome others at the entrance of the noble 


- Apartments are 14, all of very conſiderable Archite- 


cture. | 
The Fountains in the Center of the Cloyfters and 
Courts, for the refreſhment of the whole Houſe, the 


water of- which is carried through the vaſt extent of it, 


together with 3hoſe in the Church, Gardens, Otices, 
and all places where there 1s occaſion for chem, come t9 
about fourſcore and ſix ; together with eleven Cifterns; 
t1atitis a doubt whether Madrid it felf, though verv 
plentifully watered, hath ſo many or not. 
- Theſeveral Stairs to go up and down, and to paſs 
toand again in the Cloyſters and other Apartments, 
are about 80. amongſt which, there are ſome of admi- 
_ rable Invention, and very many of a great number of 
Steps, very pleaſant and eaſie toaſcend. 

Fhe Galleries, Halls, Chambers, C<lls, Otihces, & 
other Apartments, are ſo many, that it ſeems impoſi1- 
ble to count them; however, I ſhall do my endeavour 
to give a ſuthctent accompt of them, reckoning for 
the eaſter proceeding by the difference of Habi- 
tations 1n this Fabrick, ©7z. 1t' contains one Convent. 


two Colledges, the one of Religtous, the other ot 


Seculars, and the Palace Royal. All which are ſo ca- 
pactous, and ſo well furniſhed within themſelves, both 
of common and particular Rooms, that the ſeveral 


Stairs. 


ſorts of Inhabitants, though very numerous, find ex- 


ceilent accommodation in them. 


The King with his whole Houſe, the Queen, and 
all the Royal Family in the Palacez and yet it is; 


known that the Train which they ordinarily bring with 
them. 


(6) 


them. gives care enough to.the moſt populous Cities to 


= 


PI 


_ entertain them... © .. STENT 
'* "There are about 1150 Religious in the Convent, 50 
more in the Colledge, and as many more Seculars in the 
Seminary, either Graduates or under Graduates, from 
whence may be inferr'd what Chambers, Lodgings, 
Cells, &c. are required tor ſo great. a.number of inha- 
bitants, but there are moreover and above in the Pa- 
lace, beſides the Rooms of State forthe Noble men and 
Ladies,in the Kings, Queens, and: Infanta's apartments, 
Galleries eight Galleries, beſides lodging rooms, | F 
inthe Pa- In the Convent and Colledges, there are likewiſe 
laces, large ſtately Roomes of this kind, but diffterenced by 
their names, occaſioned either from buſineſs done in 
them, or things that are there hid up. .There. are 
three Capitulos or Chapter houſes, three Libraries, 
Inthe con- five great Halls, ſix Dormitories, three Halls in the Hoſ- 
vent and pital, and four others which ſerve for divers offices ; all 
Colledge. wery large and equall as it were for length and breadth. 
The which with divers others for walks and entertain- 
ments make inall thirty. £ 
The Oratories and Chappels which arc (without the 
Oratfories. principal Church) diſtributed through thele ſeveral ha- 
itations, counting with them that of the old Church 
and that of the offices of the palace, are ſeven of excel- 
lent Symmetry and Elegance. | = 
The Refectories or. Eating places in the Convent, 
Colledge, Seminaries, &c. are'1n all nine, very large 
RefeFo- and neat. We 2 
ries 9. The Infirmerias or places torecerve the Sick, are in 
Infirme- all five, with great variety of Chambers in them, pla- 
rias. ced with ſuch reſpe& to their Chappels, that the Sick 
may hear Maſs as they lye in their beds. - 


The 


. The Botica, or Apothecaries apartment hath five or 
fix admirable rooms, beſides others, which make of it 
a largehouſe. 


The Hoſpedarias or places for entertainment” of Hoſped. 


Strangers are two, the one 1s within the houſe with 
large dining rooms, and decent Chambers for enter- 
tainment of Strangers, the which are attended by young 
Youths. that are Students 3 the other is without, with 
all manner likewiſe of accommodation. | 


The Kitchins of the Palace Convent and Colledges Cocin, 


are inall nine, and as many houſes of Office. 


- The. Rooms which are under the houſe, by whoſe Cellars. 


ftrong Arches the whole is ſuſtained, are aBove forty, 
large and lightſome, and of very beautiful Architecture, 
and that ſerve for many offices, as the Caterers, Plate- 
keepers, &c. There are others likewiſe for diſtributi- 
on of the Fountain Pipes, which are divided up: and 
down in theſe Cellars, where there are. likewiſe eleven 
Ciſterns, the leaſt of which holds 10000 quarts of 
Water. 


The Lofts and little rooms on the houle top all co- Lofts. 


vered with Slat, and joyn'd i form of a Grid Iron. 


All theſe parts are included in this prodigious build- C hurch. 


ing, beſides the Church and Sacriſtia, or Repoſitory of 
Reliques and Sacredotal Veſtments, where there are. 
many more of great extent and amplitude. For the 
Church which is in length 374 feet, and 2301n breadth, 
includesthe great Chappel, the Quire, the under Quire, 
divers other Chappels, the Antiquires, and fortyeight 
Altars and other pieces, which of themſelves alone are 
ſufficient objects of admiration. 

It hath ſeven extraordinary great and beautiful Ifles, 
inthe topof which are ſeen twenty fix Arches, and 0- 
ver them large empty ſpaces, in hke manner, as there 1s 


under the Floor of it.. The 
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Sacriſtia. 


_ Statues. 


we > 
The $4criſtia being very large and capacious, con- 

its of eight ſtately rooms, beſides divers others very 

conſiderable and great, for the uſe of thoſe that mini- 

ſter about them, which are indeed but all requiſite for 

this wonder of the World. 

- Theſe are the parts ſo far as Icanreckon them of this 


. miraculous Fabrick-; the whole Machine contains theſe 


Rooms aud apartments 1n it, and to tell in one word 
the Vultitude, and High grandure of them , if 
one would go through all of them, and the whole ſpace 
contain'd in the Houſe and Offices belonging to it, it 
would take-up four whole days -to doe it, 1t being a 
journey oF thirty three meaſured leagues, or ninety 
nine miles, ſo vaſt and large 1s this curious piece. I 
come now to the number of the Ornaments of Furni- 
rure, which exceedingly beautifies and enriches this 
ſtately Edifice. | | | 

I ſay therefore that the ſtatues which are--in it 
which may well compare for beauty and; Grandure 
with the moſt celebrated Coloſſns's, of the Ancients are 
in all fifty and one, thirteen of Stone, and thirty eight 
of mettal, richly guilt, and almoſt all of them much 
bigger rhen the life, ſome of them two or three times 


bigger, which give an exceeding great Majeſty to the 


Frontiſpiece, the Portico or firſt great Court, the Church 
and principal Cloyſter, into which they are diſtribt- 
ted, the names of the Maſters which wrought them are 
down 1n the annexed Catalogue. | 

' Other leſs pieces, as Crucifixes, Piftures of St. Fe- 
rome of St. Fohn Baptiſt, and likewiſe of our Lady, 
which are placed in divers Cells, and other parts of the 
Houſe of ineftimable Sculpture:-(without taking notice 
now of thoſe in the Church) doe amount. unto fifty, 


wrought on divers materials, eveti to Porphery it 
{Ulf The 
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The Pictures in Oyle colours and in Freſco which Pi@ures 
ennoble and give a kind of awfull Majeſty to the ſe- iz Oyl co- 
veral places before mentioned, are very many, I ſhall loxrs «nd 

give you the ſumm of thoſe that are of greateſt worth Freſco. 


and value, they arein General 1622 Piqures of the life 
and Hiſtory, all in _ colours, diſtributed up and 
down the whole houſe; and although they be not all 
of them of the rareſt and greateſt value, yet there is 
not one of them which is not very well worth our ad- 
miration. I reckon not at all of the more ordinary ſort 
which ſerve onely to cover the walls. The greater part 
of them are originalls, and many of them of 
the moſt famous and celebrated Maſters, as of Maſacio, 
Rafaell, $ancie,Urbino, Leonardo de vinci, Titian, Bordo- 
nan, Sebaſtian delpiombo, Andreas del Sarto, Pauls Vero- 
eſe, and Carolos Veroneſe, his Son, Facobo Robuſto or 
Tintoretto, Baſan, Geronimo Myuciano, Parmeſano, An- 
tomio Acorego or .Corregio. Federico Leer Peregrz, 
Guido Boloneſe,V andike, Ruben, Joſeph de Ribera or Span- 
wolette, Tuan Fernandes Mudo,Luqueto, Boſco, Albert Du- 
ter, Michael Cuſin, Dominica Greco, Lavinia Fontana, 
Romulo, Bartolomeos Carducho, and many other excellent 
_ which have made themſelves famans in Hi- 

ory. | 
There are other Originals of Authors lefs known, or 
whoſe namesare altogether unknown, moſt of them ve- 
ry good, many excellent well, infomuch that they give 
occaſion toenquire of the Maſters of them, whoſe names 
it is _ pity that they are not known. | 

There are others which are Copies of great pieces 


of the aforementioned Maſters, & alſo of Michael Angels 
of very great'value, which thoſe that ate underſtand- 
_ Ing of them, ſay, there i5no want of Originals where 

thoſe. are placed. | 


C There 


Io 
_ - There are, others that, are:Picures.of Popes and 
Kings, and perſons famous ,nall faculties and learning, 
CONT ITS... boom od nid mngls Horn; 
| There are other pieces of Landskip, Fruitery, 8c. al- 
moſt innumerable, which give-a, great deal of beaut- 
ful and pleaſant, variety, It:may ſuffice to tell/you 
that there 15 nat. a Cell; a Chamber, an ordinary Roogn, 
in which there 1s not .found of theſe delightful : forts 
of Ornaments, .out of Italy, Germany, France, Flanders, 
and many which were done in. Spaiz incomparably 
well. __ . PR 45), q 
As to the Paint in. Freſco, or upon. the bare - walls, 
there is very. much of it, and of = beſt in Europe of 
this ſort of Paint. There are 12 great pieces in the 
houſe, beſides Hiſtories 134. ſo. large and great, that 
they include in them divers others. The. Painting of 
the Clory of the Quire, and of the Principal Cloy- 
ſter of the Library, contains atleaſt 250, , The work- 
manſhip of Peregrin de Peregrini,. Lucas Cauxioſo: or Lu- 
queto, Granelo and. Fabricio, Sons of Bergamaſco, Franciſ- 
co Urbina, Romulo, Carapajali, and Barroſo, There are 
I4 apartments, the Floors. of which ſeem to. be.as.it 
were painted with. the, variety of. white and.;colqured 
Marble, of molt ſplendid and curious work, as is-.tq 
be ſeen. in -the-principal Cloyſter, ;both- belgw- and a- 
bove ſtairs, in the Capituſos or Chapter-houſes,in.the 
Priors Cell, in the Libraryzin the. Church, in the Quire, 
and Antequire, in the Sacriſtia,, in the great,Chappel, 
the firſt and ſecond Table within, the Rejasor Grates, 
which are of diyers the pureſt Jaſpers, and mn. the, Qra- 
tories of the Kings which all appear, like , Chriſtall, but 
with a thouſand varieties ofcolour. There. are, athex 
Ornaments, of Furniture, which very much. beautitiq 
and ennoblethe ſeveral Apartments, asthe Starigns bon 
| " books 
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books, thebooks'themſelves, the Eſcritoios or Accom- 

modations for writing, Tables, *and ſiich like things 

as well in the Library as inthe great rooms of the pa- 

lace, and the Fryers Cells, all very well worth the 

taking notice of. 

The Stands for the Books in the Grand Library Library. 

are made of ſeven ſeyeral forts of wood in-laid, of the R 
Indies and of Spain, viz. the Caoba, Acana, Ebony, Ce- 

dar, Orange, Pine and Wall-Nut-Tree, Thoſe of the o- 

ther Libraries, although they are not all out ſo rich, 

yet are exceeding handſome. —- 

In the diviſions that are made for the books, there are 599 t*- 

12000. Volumes, of all Subjects, nobly bound and 

guilt alike, infomuch that the Libraries appear both 

Rich and Beautiful. - In the Principal Library are kept 

as Reliques of great eſteem, eight Manuſcripts of Saints, 

and another in' which the Goſpel was written in Let- 

ters of. Gold,. in_ the time of the Emperour.Corradus. 
As likewiſe divers other works of great Veneration, 

many of them Original Mannſcripts if not all, for ſo they 
be for their great antiquity. I nn 

"Three or four ſeveral . forts of. Paper uſed by ſeveral. 
Nations in the very.infancy of Writing. Beſides thoſe. 
Books we have already recounted, there are in the Fry-_ 
ers Cells and other places a very great number which' 
were left by Phillip IT. or bought -fince, in all ſixteen. 
thouſand, inſomuch, that reckoning theſe, together 
with thoſe : of .the Libraries, they © come unto thir-. 
ty foyr thouſand in the whole houſe, amongſt which. 
there are to be found the beſt ſort of- Writers both An- 
cient Rene. oo 

' In the Church there are five noble Grates,of Braſs, Grates ; 
in thedoors of it, and thirty ſeven diviſions of Balco- tkeCb 
mes, Corredores and Niches diſtributed through the 

| | C 2 extent 
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extent of the walks, and in qther partsz all with Bal- 
Taufters; Globes, or Croffes of Braſs, and exceeding. 
beautiful on the outfide., | Te. 

Thereis likewiſe another fort of Ornaments and Ri- 
ches tobe admired, which would weary one to count, 
which. ſuppriſe the ſight, and move to. deyotion and 
reverence, aſtoniſhing and elevating the affetians of 


- thoſe that ſee them 5; There are 48 Altars, and as ma- 


High Al- 
Fer. 


ny fair pieces of Imagery, very uniform, and covered 
with Gold, placed in their Chappels and Niches, with 
Pictures of exceeding worth reckoned in the number 
ofthoſe we before mentioned, © rd 

| The High Altar is as Chieftain. to all the reſt, 93. 
feet in height, and forty ninein breadth, which fillsall 
that Grand Chappel which it ſtands in with: the luſtre, 
of the Jaſpersand Metall covered with, Gold, with 4 
Orders of Pillars, which make 1n all 18. in which is 
tobe ſeen the excellency of Architefture, in the Do- 
rick, Tonick, Corinthian and Compoſite Oxders, with fif- 
teen Statues. of extraordinary greatneſs, all of Mettal 
laid over with Gold, the work of Popes Leoni, and 
other 13--little ones inthe Cxſtodza, Or the place where 
the conſecrated Hoſt is kept, which with ſome others 
intombed on the ſides, makes the whole number in this. 

reat Chappel toamountunto thirty eight, beſides eight 
Noble pieces. of Peregrin, and Federico Zucaro. The 
Stupendious. work of the Cuſtodia done by JacohoTrezo, 
all of it of the wolt pretious Stones of Spain, and Met- 
tals guilt, with eight Pillars work'd and poliſhed with 


' Diamonds, the nobleneſs of the material, being a Woud. 


coloured Jaſper, admitting of no other nt or 
tool to.touch it. Every one of theſe Pillars coſt ten 
thouſand Ducats, and in all fourſcore thouſand. But 
the maſt pretious Jewel of all, is, the lefſer Crſtodia, 


within 
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within the gther. The doors ofthe Segrario, or Santinm 
' SauGarum, are of the fineſt Jaſper, and brighteſt Braf, 
and the place it ſelfa moſt Heavenly piece. The two 
Royal Eſcutcheans whichare on the fides.of the Chap- 
pel, over the Kings Tombs, are all of Jaſper, very rich 
and pretiqus, with very fignificant deviſes. The 4a 
Altars which are diſperled up and down the Body of 
the Church, beſides divers others, have feveral changes 
of Frontalls or Ornamental. Coverings, for every day 
if need require, and for the ſeveral Feſtivals and Holy- 
days there are ſeveral ſuitsof Attirements uniform tn co- 
lour and faſhion,and for this purpoſe they are kept, ſome 
in the Sacriſtia,and others in Cheſts.neer unto theAltars. 
The high Altar, and the two Altarscalled the Altars 
de Reliquias orReliques, are richeſt inthisſort. Eve- 
ry one of them having fifty ſeveral changes | of excee- 
ing. great worth, of thericheſt Brocados and-wrought 
Silks. The Candleſticks which admirably graceall the 
Altars, are in number 25e,ſome of Rrafs. gilded, others 
ofSilver, and othersof Chriftal. des which ever 
Altar hath one of a great number of branches, whic 
are lighced inuuediatcly before the Conſecration at 
Maſs, they are in all 46. | 
The: Croſſes, which: are placed upon theſe Altars, 
- with. their Crycifixes of Bras and Silver are in number 
one hundred, and that which is,the Grandure of all. 
theſe Altars, is, that they are alt; conſecrated, infomuch 
thatall the Tables of them are Altars, and every one 
of ther hath. placed: within; i. a Box of Reliques, of 
the ſame Saint towhoam the Altar 1s' Dedicated. 
To. denote that the whole Church 1s: conſecrated, 
there aretwelye Croſkes, ſet up: in ſeveral places of it, 
where- the Union, was made at Confecration, one of 


which is of the moſt-beautifyl Jaſper, upon a White - 
| Marble. 
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Bells. 


Reliques. 
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| Mavble; which'is a'great' Ornament unto it. Thereare 


fix mighty Lamps'all of Silver, hung up in'the'large 
Iſles of the Church, of moſt curious work, which give 
GE themall; and in the principal Ifle are pla- 
;fourteen great Stands for Wax-Torches, of a Metal 
$ilver'd over, of -great Magnificence and Luſtre. When 
all theſe-/ate lighted together with the Candles vypon- 
the 'Altars;” 7 Finnnaries placed 1n all the 'more-emi- 
nent partsof'the-Church, asthey uſe to do at the firſt 
Reception of Kings and Queens, and othet'Solemn Oc- 
calions'and Feſtivals; it looks like a very Heaver! upon 
Ezeeh. 105: bis mon our; 8 $1 STEM ht 5 £06 207 
. The Organs throug 


hout the whole Church are in 
number 8; which both beautifie it with- their 'ont- 
ward: Luſtre, the Lofts'being all gilt; and enliven it 
with their Divine Melody.' There is one all of Sttver, 
extraordinary rich, which 15 plaid upon every Corpus 
chal Daye rs og nw ed tbr of 2 
i Fhe Belk .of the Tower® are in all 59. - forty' of 
which areinvery tunable Chimes, and have their Keys 
like Organs, which makes a pleaſant Muſick to play up- 
outhem;/ rf? on! Id hooailomunt putt bn 
The Reliques which arc kept inthe feveral Relicarios,” 
or Places appointed for them, which are very Majeſtick 
and Auguſt, are ſo-many, that 'even from our'Saviour, 
and the Blefled: Vifrgm;i there are Reliques of all the 
Saints celebrated! mithe Church, except S. fojep's: and 
S. John the Evangelift 5- yea,/'there are event to the'ye-. 
ry Prophets before the coming of Chriſt itnto-the world, 
the Boxes and Veſſels: in which with great veneration 
they are kept-in number 515, ſome of Gold; ſome of 


_ Silver; ſome of Chryſtal; and other PrecjousStones. 


'iForSinging of DivinePraiſts ih the©Quire,”thepro- 
per work of 'the' Sons of 8 Hitrom;-iniritation o _ 
5 SU mo 
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- moſt Noble Angelical Spirits, there are'5r6 Books, in 
their proper Stands, placed'in the Anti-Quire, of ad- 
mirable- proportion and beauty : 'It is' the beft fort'of 
Library for this Service, that hath been ſeen either in 
' $p4in, ; or any otherplace 3 the Stations for the Books 
are of the ſame Wood as the Seats -of the Quire ; and 
..thoſe of. the ſeveral richeſt2forts like them we before 
' mentioned in the principal: Library. The number of 
| the Seats is 128. ina double Row: The Divine Ser- 
. vice which is here celebrated, is more raviſhing than 
. whateyer is to be ſeen in. the Houſe. The Faciſtor or 
.great.Nesk on which ſome Books are placed, is of all - 
. the rareft forts of Wood, and of Braſs: gilded, ſap- 
ported by four Pedeſtals of the ſame Metal, very ad- 
. mirable, ſtately and beautiful, and in this kind, the ve- 
Iy beſt in the World: -. 9 
The Ornaments and. Riches ' which are in the Sacri- Ornam. in 
ftia gr Veſtry_,. in order:to Dive Service, are ve- theSacret- 
ry [numerons , | kept in forty Diviſions of Cheſts and ta. 
Drawers of the ſame Wood, as is afore-mentioned in 
.the Quire, the. bottoms of whieh are all of them C=- 
dar for the incorruptthility.of 4t:- ©: D: ROLES 
_ The - Brocado-Veſtments , .and "others of Silk, and Brocado- 
.Cloath of Gold and Silver, are 213. of all varieties of veſtments 
Colours. Eon HOES 4 E'# 
.. . The;Cafulla's,, or Veſtments: for the Prieſts to fay Caſullas. 


MaSb in, ' belongingto all the Altars; are above twelve 

hundred ; the: Dalmeticks'to bei for the fame uſe, are 

one.hundred::.- And when we mention here all the AE 

tars,..we mean; not only thoſe of the: Church; but alſo 

all. the reſt generally through the Houſe, which are in 

gumber;79s:;;- ht 1) 0 IOW THOR en | 

..'i The:Adanges Worn imxepreſentation of our Saviours Mangas. 

_ Bands,” and uſed it Praceflions, are ſeven and twenty. 
I The 
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Thefine Linnen cmployed in Divine Services for Sur- 
plices, Roquets, Altar-Cloaths , Towels, &. though 
exceeding much, yet is never more than what is ſpent 
on nec for Sacred Uſes z and ſtill in plain truth, 
there is not ſo rich and plentiful a Furniture to be 
foundin any other | pre befides thisin the world. 

- The Utenſils and pieces of Gold, employed on the 

Vieuſils fame occaſions, are notmany, bur of the richeſt, and 
for the Cc» molt coſtly fort m Spain, as a Chalice, a Cuftodia, a 
lJebration Breſt-plate for the Prior, which he wears when he cele- 

* of Divine brates the Maſs; and two others of great worth. Of 
Service, Silver there is a great Service, yet nothing but what 
there is occaſion for: Beſidesthe Croſſes and Candle- 

ſticks before mentioned, there are fourſcore Chalices, 

2 Cuſtodia's, 8 Incenfario's, or Utenfilsto burn Incenſe 

in; ſeveral Fountains, perfuming Pans, and the like; in 

all 24. | The chief of the Grandeur of which, conſiſts 

in the Rarity of the Workmanſhip or Faſhion. Beſides, 

there are four greatC erea/es or Torch-bearers which 

areuled onthe chief Holidays, and other four, which 

are uſed at the Celebration of the Hours, or Comme- 

ration of the yp thy Queens: there are 24 which 

the Students in the Seminary carry in Pr on 

Corpus Day, and Thurſday and Friday in the Holy weeks 

all which are worth admiration: And together with 

_ the Riches whichare ſeen in the Relicario's, or Repo- 

fitories of Relicksof the ſamenature and'quality, ren- 

ders it a Treaſure worthy this great place, which being 

exadtly and judiciouſly viewed, appears ſo plentifully 

and .Royally provided, that conflering likewiſe the 

vaſt number and perfeQion of the parts of thiseminent 

Structure, - together with the Ornaments and Riches it 
contains 3 the Sum that the whole coſt, being fb: Mulli- 
onsof Ducats, ſeems but little. Here I had thought 
ko 
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_ tokave laid down the greatneF of many other Parti- 
culars; which occor in this Fabrick,” eff Gy in the 
Materials 6f it, which would be a work too tedious, 
and over-curijous, as tb connt the quantity of Lime, 
Mortar, the Millions of Loads of Wood, the infinite 
number of Slates, Marble, '&*c.-  T ſhall only in gene- 
ral fay, that if thefe nhings were but particularly feen 
heaped: up 4n their kinds and ſorts, you would think 
there were enough to build a fair City. Inthe Iron- 
work only, viz. tn Locks and Nails, without counting 
Balconies, 'I have found out there was ſpent one hun- 
dred-twenty nine thouſand fourſcore and three” 4rrobas, 
every Arrobacontaining fiye and twenty pound. Of the 
very Keys there are 5o Arrobas, or more, Of other Me- 
tals, -as of Lead, Tin, Steel, Copper, there is a moſt 
vaſt quanrity'; for of Lead only, there is found above 
Ninety ninethouſand and thirty Arrobas, partly on the 
_ Church, and partly on the principal Cloyiters, which 

are covered with Sheets of this Metal; asalſoin divers 
other parts amongft the Slat-works. The Wire forthe 
Net-work- of the Windows weighs above'a thouſand 
Arrobasi and'if herewe ſhould reckon theGlaſs-work 
of all the Windows, it would be avaſt Count ; for the 
nie of this is one of the grand Beauties of this 
Houſe. 

_- Thenumber of le concetn'd in this great work, 
1s very difficult ro be told; for befides the multitude of 
Maſters, Overſeers, Hirers of Workmen, * orher Offi- 
cers and Day-Labourers, which were employed upon 
the - very Place and ' Work , ſome in Cranes , 
ſome in Wheels, ſome on Scaffolds on; high, to 
diffribute and [place the Materials, as Stone, Wood, 
Mortar; &-c. -there being of all ſorts uſed ar the fame 
time: There was, Ifay, "nn theſe, an infinite num- 

| | ber 
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4vIn iGnadalaarray w' Cloned and other uy _ were 
madb>agreat|quantity6of Rejab ot Grates) iand' Balco- 
nics;-befidesthoſethar were wrouphtpoiithe place. 
-.:.In Zaragoſ@ were caftthe ptmerpal Grates of Braſs for 
the Church of tis 'Antepzchos or -Balcany-work that be- 
longs tothe ſame. # SN 
«;Inche Mountains de Filabres>wiis gorthe wiiite Mar- 
ble; as alſfoin choſerde Las Naves, and ti Eſtremiot and 
near unto 'Gr2zaHa ,- on'the' Banks of the River Xe, 
inthe $7erras, or Mountains of Arazehra,' and divers os 
ther parts, the gray; een; ired,” black; blond-colour= 
edzand of ia-thouſandother forts oftColours, 1-7 i 
.iThe Pinarer, 200 Pine: woodBof Cubuca;- Balſaia, of 
Segovia, Duexcealde Avila; and de Las Nawas, were peo- 
pled with Work-men-,-who-with Hatchets and Axes, 
yere |contitually. felling the [talleſt Pine-trees, *and 
working of thom;'>{o that the Wobds'did alwiyseccho 
wath ther Blows, and the'tioiſe of their: Saws, | 7 
.,Tn-Florence and Milan were caſtthe' great Statues 'of 
Braſs. ©: AO) 5317 7k8 : "24 "> Fhat*7 
.c:Int Toledo: xwere madethe Lamps, Candleſticks, Stands 
for: Torches, Crofſes and Cenfers; -: In' Flanders were 
made-other 'forts-0f Candlefticks -of Bras, !ſome'very 
yaſt ones, others 'of a' mildling fort, 'and others lels , 
and greatſtore'of fine Linnen curiouſly wronght for the 
Ornament of the Cells. © - fl 20) TR O0S 0427 
In thervery: Nunnerics, throughout all-parts; were 
found very many peffons who were daily-employed in 
miakittig all:ſorts vt curious Needleawork;'anda thou- 
ſand ſorts of ſeveral: Ornaments for the enriching of 
this Royal Fabrick. So that a great'part of this work 
wasſcattered up andidown throughout: all Spaizd, "Fraly, 
and fleders;/nforiachothatit is injpofiible to redinee 
tacertiinminborthe'Laborers coficeracd- int, "Mm ; 
D 2 Is 
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-- This: Wore ;of Architefare:: was thitty and eight 
years in Building; vis. twenty-four tathe laying: of the 
Hſt tone, and fourteenin the furniſhing and enriching 
of it with all its Adornments, even to the death of King 
Philip the Second, which. happenedin the Year 1598. 


.- In this. place-#t were. proper to: add. ſomething 
touching the Pavtheor..,.'' or \Burying place -of the 
Kings of Spair, ſituated under the High Altar of the 
great Church; butin regard that bath eſcaped the Fu- 
ry of the Flames, 'and may {tll-invite Forreigners and 
Travellers as ye6'0 vilitt, -thereis lJeſsnced at preſehr 
togiveanexattDefcriptibaof itc;; Ebe Name"of Par- 
theon was given unto it 'in- imitation of that which at 
Rome is called H Templo di Santa Maria La Rotunda; 
anciently dedicated'toall the Heathen, Gods,':and with 
more reaſon now (4s-beivig founded! on the Holy Scrip- 
ture) that-nameiminybealtowett to fo ſtately a Dormi- 
tory of Chriſttan Princes. In this Magnificent Burying- 
place are repoſited 26 Marble Coffins, bound about. 
with GiltBralſs, andiupported on Lions orderly diſpo- 
ted in the ſeveral{idesofits-'8 bf theſe contain theRoy- 
$1: Corps.of the-Kings and Qiteershereatter mentioned, 
vi2, In thefirſt,isthe Body of Charles, the 5th. Emperor, 
and firſt King of that Name m Spain. Inthe Second, is 
the Body of King Philip the Second, his: Sor: In the 
third; of- Philip the Third; Fifth: Son, but Sncceſfar of 
of PhilzeptheSecand:::-Inthe Fourth, of _ the 4th. 
Eldeſt $9n; and: Saceeflojito- Philip the Fhird; Fheſe 
heall onthe are ſide of the Altar. Oppoſite uato 
them on: the. Epiltic-{ide; lie ther ſeveral Queens by 
whom they bag Hive: For example, againſt Charles 
the Fifth, 5, plheed-the Tmpheſs and; 'Queen'af Fpim; 
Donna tHapelta.hisgnly Wike,: Darghter toKingiExranus 
I el 
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el of Portugal; and the Queen Doxna Maria, who was 


Janghner $9598 GCatholick' Monarchs: F ordipardetand 
ſabe 


«bella., Qves againſt Philip the Second, lies the Queen 
Donna. una his fourth Witz, Daughter to 2ax7miliadu 
the Emperour, ſecond of that Name, and of the Empe- 
reſs. Dorna' Maria, Siſter to the faid. King,  ' Againſt 
Philip the:-Third is paced Donna Margarite, his only 
Wife, and Daughter of Charles Arch-Duke' of Aufria, 
and of Mary Daughter of the Duke of Bavaria, and 
Niece of the Emperour Ferdinand. Brother of Charles 
the Fifth: Againſt Ph;lip the Fourth, Doxna Iſabel of 
Bourbon, his firſt Wife, Daughter of Henry the Fourth, 
and of Madonna Marie Di Medici, King and Queen of 
France.. Theſe eight Bodies only areas yet depoſited 


inthe. Pantheon : For the reſt of the Blood-Royal of the 


Houſe of 4»f#ria, and the Queens that have had no I[- 
ſue, there isanother Placeover againſt the Sacrj/tz2of 
the Pantheon (avery Noble Vault) and within the Por-. 
tal or Entrance of the Pantheor: it ſelf , where. this Epi: 
taph preſents it ſelf tothe goers in. WE Y 


- ad... Q;.:. MM | 
Loces Sacer Mortalitatis Exuviis ©, © 
Catholicorum Regum, RN 
| Reſtauratore Vite, cujas Arg Max. i 
Auſtriaca adbuc. dictate ſajacens | 
Optatum Diem expeGantium 
Duan poſthumam Sedemſibi, &* ſus _.. 


- 


Carolys Cxfarum Maximns in Votis babuit; - .. 
Philippus Sccundius Regnum prudenti(ſimas clegit 3, 
Philippus Tertizs vere prus:inchoavit 3. ST. 
PhilippusTV. . Kh 
Olementia, Conſtantia, Religione Magnns 
Anxil. Ornavit, abſolvit a=” 
Anno Dom.. 1654, - __ 
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"The: chief Architeds' of this: Trebttiatable" War, 

yt: Dor: Jnan Baptiſts Crecencio'Brother td the: Cai 


dinal Creccncio 3 and Pedro Litargarate, 2 Biſeayner." i 


he Names 


Shire, 50 


Tos Ca ePeiectal that follogrs coming 


whole work of rhis fo famed, but now: v upſoc- 
re poet Eſcurial. C Om } 1a, Ve k 046595 1 aJes] 
b2 wb 570 i 3181 4 I bY. 
Fran, Antontodde ville cafe Chief ona 
Michael Cnſin, a Flemmmyg., © 
Lavinia Fontana, ey of i! Fontava, of % 
"1 nn: * * 
Frederico Zitcaro.”” Pe: / Lap . | 
Dominico Griepo.” © " | BY GOVT YL! 75) WR DES, 
Leonardode Vinci: An £67 1025067173720 71 
Lugqueto, or Lucas Cangioſo, an Fialia: 
Bergamaſco. 
Peregrin de Peregrini of Milan excellent i in Fre Freſco. 
Luis de Caravayal. * rt i 
Miguel Barroſo. ET. 
Tuan Bapti a Monegro. ' | Rk 
Don Joſeph de Ribera, or Garner Þ PS 
Frederico Barroſo. " L : 
Antonio Corregio or Acortso: RAY _ —_ 
Raphael de Urbino.,” "Fxmous in ay” 
Juan de Andens. oo” and woe 5g 
Jacobo de Parma. © Oy lic ; 
Fang Feroneſe. E.. FA 
Titiaen. G6 mY wk TARLSIL DL bags N &* ; TTELOPESS 
Tiatoretto. OO. ty OOO 
BY FS on Oy Antouio 


\ 


(23) , 


Antonio Vandike. 

Pedro Paulo Ruben. 
Lucas Jordan. 
Guarchino. 

Andrea del Sarto. 
Michael Angelo Boxarota. 
Anibal Caracio. 

Fran, Sebaſtian del piombo. 
Guido Boloneſe. 

Forjor de Caſtel Franco. 
Bordonnonthe Maſter of Titian. 
Andreas Chawvon. 

 Fuan Fernandes Mudo. 

Maſaſio the Maſter of Michael Angelo. 
Geronimo Boſco. 
Carlos Veroneſe. 
Dario Ojonico. 
Guido Bolozeſe.. 


Baſan. 


Diego Velaſques, 
Cavallero Maximo. 
Antonia Capi of Cremona: 


Taro. 


Granelo and. Fabricio ſons of Bergamaſco, excellent 
| Bruteſco. 

Foachimo Flamenco. 

Sebaſtian de Herrera. 

Franciſco Urbino. 

Parmeſano. 


Palma. 


Bartolomeo Carducho. 


